On the 7th March the Norwegian National Member Society of ISPO held a Symposium in Oslo on problems regarding geriatric amputees. The meeting created such interest that I am convinced the subject would be a very useful gathering theme for an ISPO meeting in other countries as well. The handling of the geriatric amputee involves the engagement of many disciplines, and the development of multi-disciplinary team-work is one of the main aims of ISPO.
surgical aspects of amputation, such as levels, techniques. etc., in particular, vascular problems of geriatric amputees were debated. The next panel discussed the pre-. per-, and post operative treatment of the amputees. The following panel discussed guidelines for the selection of the prosthesis and its adaptation from the point of view of the orthopaedic surgeon, prosthetist, different therapists, etc., together with nursing problems during hospitalization. The closing panel discussed the psycho-social aspects of the elderly patient, such as mental reaction to the amputation and the problems of total social rehabilitation for the future.
The panel papers were given by physicians. nurses, social workers, prosthetists, physiotherapists, occupational therapists and foot therapists. The audience had the same structure. We had 190 participants at our one-day seminar. It is believed that the symposium covered a real need and was so successful that many participants proposed to hold similar meetings in the future. The general feeling was that some of the topics touched upon in this meeting should be discussed in the future in greater detail by special interest groups (workshops).
The symposium very effectively strengthened the rapport between ISPO members and demonstrated the usefulness of this kind of ISPO activity.
George Veres. Chairman, Norwegian National Member Society, Sophies Minde Orthopaedic Hospital, Trondheimsveien 132, Oslo.
